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expedient in their motive. The Koran, and the order that the new faith, Islam, should go forth and conquer the world at the sword's point, were the legacies of Mohammed to mankind.
The succession of Abu Bekr was followed by several revolts against his authority, which was disputed in various quarters. There was a great deal of jealousy between the Meccans, who were of the pastoral tribes, and the Yemenites of Medina, who were agricultural. Mohammed himself was a Meccan, but his earliest active support had been given by the Yemenites. Each claimed a superiority, and the chiefs of innumerable if miscellaneous Arab tribes, which would own no common head, were not too willing to accept the supremacy of any one man, now that the Prophet himself was gone. Abu Bekr, however, was both politic and vigorous. He had the support of the Meccans and of the distinguished warrior Khalid. The revolts were put down, Arabia recognized Abu Bekr, and the khalif set about the extension of Islam into Syria and into Persia, exhausted by its war with what we shall now, for convenience, call the Byzantine or Eastern Empire.
Within one year, Khalid was leading an Arab force into Irak, the old Babylonia, where there was a very considerable Arabic element in the population. Before long a second army was attacking Syria, to the leadership of which Khalid was transferred, when it was found that the forces dispatched by Heraclius were not to be immediately overwhelmed. Khalid's appearance changed the aspect of affairs. The Imperial army was defeated, and when Heraclius, awaking to the reality of the new danger of which no one had ever dreamed, sent a great force to Syria, it was utterly shattered at the battle of Hieromax or Yermak, in the north of Palestine. Then Heraclius, though worn out and suffering from a serious disease, took the field himself, as he had done ten years before against Persia, But he did not meet with the old success. The Moslems won city after city, and the Emperor found himself obliged to retreat to Constantinople, taking with him the True Cross from Jerusalem.
By this time Abu Bekr's brief rule was ended, and he had been
succeeded by the great khalif, Omar, another of the Prophet's early
companions, Omar himself was present at the capture of Jerusalem,
, -where,  with a  surprising magnanimity, he  allowed the  Christians
to retain the holy places (637).
While the Moslem armies were overrunning Syria, they had not , after the departure of Khalid been at first able to advance in Irak, By 636, however, they had won some victories, and in that year received large reinforcements. A tremendous three days' battle on the; Euphrates was decided by the fall of the Persian general, Rtistum Persian, army almost invariably broke up if its captain was or took to flight The victory gave the Moslems complete